
 

LAW 10: PLAYING AREA PREPARATION & MAINTENANCE 

 

 

Mowing 

 Prior to the start of the match, all mowing is the responsibility of the groundsman 

o Subsequent mowings are to be carried out under the supervision of the umpires 

 Pitch and outfield are to be mowed so that throughout the match the ground conditions are 

as nearly the same for both sides as possible 

o Outfield shall be mown on each day that play is expected to occur 

 The mowing of the pitch shall be completed no later than 30 minutes before the scheduled 

start of play and is completed prior to the removal of debris by sweeping or rolling 

 The mowing of the outfield shall be completed no later than 15 minutes before the 

scheduled start of play for that day 

 

Clearing Debris From Pitch 

 Debris cleared of all debris before the start of each day's play, between innings or at 

intervals of meals 

o Done before any rolling 

 Debris shall be cleared by sweeping unless the umpires consider this may be detrimental to 

the pitch's surface. 

o At any point where deemed necessary, debris can be removed from the pitch by 

hand 

 

Watering The Pitch 

 The pitch shall NOT be watered during the match 

 



 

Rolling 

 During the match the pitch may be rolled to the request of the batting side's captain before 

the start of each innings and before the start of each day's play 

o Not for the 1st innings of the match unless there has been a delay between the toss 

and start of innings that has affected the state of the pitch 

o If requested, it shall not last longer than 7 minutes 

 If there is insufficient time to complete rolling between innings then the 

following innings start is delayed to allow for rolling to be completed 

 If more than one roller is available then the captain shall choose which one is to be used 

 For rolling before the start of day's play, rolling should commence between 10-30 minutes 

before the scheduled start of play 

 

Remarking Creases 

 Whenever the umpires consider it necessary, the creases shall be remarked 

 

Footholes 

 The umpires shall ensure that the holes made by the bowler and batsmen are cleaned out 

and dried whenever necessary to facilitate play 

o If necessary in multiple day cricket this can include the re-turfing or the use of a 

quick-setting filling  to fill the footholes made by the bowler in their delivery stride 

 During play, the umpires shall allow the players to secure their footholes by the use of 

sawdust provided that no further damage is caused to the pitch. 

 


